
Big News: Weėre Accredited!  

To become Accredited is when an institution receives official cer-

tification that recognizes its approval based on a set of criteria. 

This recognition is a great honor, and one that Aaron Academy 

was esteemed and excited to be given. On October 20, 2011, the 

Excellence by Design Validation Team recommended that Aaron 

Academy be accredited by the Middle States Commission on Sec-

ondary school, a certification that lasts 7 years. The process of 

becoming accredited is an arduous one, and is impacted by many 

groups of people, all of whom contributed a great deal of time 

and effort in order to better our school. Aaron Academy was as-

sessed based on our programs, facilities, and how well our com-

munity meets our studentsô needs and plays to our strengths.  A 

committee from the Middle States Commission was assigned to 

observe and learn about how Aaron Academy works, and what 

makes our school such a wonderful and unique environment. 

This article serves as a public announcement and congratulations 

to Aaron Academy and its wonderful students, parents, and fac-

ulty. (In our next edition of The Bulldog, look for an informative 

and intimate interview with The Bulldogôs own Zac asking Ms. 

McKeon important questions about our Accreditation.) 
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Students at War!!! 

As a culminating event for the first unit's study on the Civil War, the 8th 

grade held a battle re-enactment in the gym.  Students "fought" as part of 

the Union or Confederate armies to defend their flags during an exciting 

game of capture the flag.  To everyone's delight, the Union remained               

victorious. 



Whatõs Going On? - A trip around the Academy!  
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 Aaron Academy is succeeding in fulfilling our mission in so many 

ways. Here are a few of the wonderful opportunities our students, parents, 

and faculty have had so far that all demonstrate their civic responsibility and 

positive citizenship within their school community and global community.  

 

§ Homework Club is up and running, working with students on improving 

student skills that include studying, time management, organization, and 

self- advocacy. Parents are encouraged to submit permission forms that 

allow their students to stay afterschool on Mondays and Wednesdays 

from 3:30 to 4:15. This time allows for students to ask for extra help from 

teachers, work without distractions, and complete their homework.  

 

§ The PTA has already planned wonderful activities and fundraisers includ-

ing Bingo Night and the Snack Cart, which is student-run and available to 

students daily during lunch. Questions, comments, and suggestions can 

be addressed to staff representative Alison Sekora, and parent representa-

tives Sarah Tilley, Susan Pearce, Lorraine Merkl, Laurie Edelstein, Car-

men DePinies-Hassel, and Lauren Kramer.  

 

§ Parents are welcome to engage within their school community in the Fac-

ulty-Parent Lounge on the 3rd floor at the beginning and end of each 

school day. Coffee is provided in the Culinary Lab for your enjoyment.  

 

§ Get ready for our next annual Days of Giving on December 19th and 20th.   

 

 *High School students will be volunteering at The Bronx Food Ware-

house to package up canned goods to be distributed to food pantries and shel-

ters throughout the five boroughs.  

 *Additionally, the 7th grade will be sponsoring a drive for Operation 

Care and Comfort-an organization that sends care packages to US Troops at 

home and abroad. Collection boxes will be located in all classrooms and the 

lobby from November 9th through December 19th.  All Middle School stu-

dents will be creating care packages and cards for our soldiers.  

 *From November 9th -December 19th the 8th grade will be sponsoring 

a fundraiser for The Valerie Fund-an organization that assists children who 

have been diagnosed with cancer and blood disorders. For a $5 donation to 

The Valerie Fund students and staff can participate in a dress down day on 

November 18th. On December 19th middle school students will also be tie-

dying bandanas to donate to Valerie Fund patients undergoing chemotherapy 

treatments. Masha and Alexia are my committee members for this fundraiser, 

please see them with any questions. 



 

Random Thoughts with Ryan  
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X-Men Exemplifies Excellence  

 

 X-Men is a comic series originally written by Stan Lee and illustrated by 

Jack Kirby. The X-Men is a group of people that were born with special powers. 

They can learn to control these powers and they use them to protect the world 

against people that abuse their own super-powers. A few examples X-Men mem-

bers include Cyclops, Wolverine, and Storm. Cyclops has the ability to heal oth-

ers quickly and also has enhanced senses. Wolverine has retractable metal claws 

that he uses as threats and for protection. Finally, Storm controls the weather and 

can fly while riding the wind. An instance of when the X-Men came together to 

fight evil with their powers was when Magnito wanted to kidnap a child with 

other special powers. The X-Men combined their powers to stop Magnito and 

save the child so that he was able to grow up and be a member of the X-Men. 

The story of X-Men is told in a variety of different media such as comic books, 

cartoons, live-action movies, and graphic novels. As a fan of X-Men, I suggest 

starting with the movie called X-Men that came out in the year 2000 so that you 

can learn about all of the characters and their backgrounds.  

 

  Gourmet Goodness  
 

 Living in New York affords many New Yorkers with the opportunity to 

eat all different cuisines and styles of food , for example, Chinese, sushi, Indian, 

and Spanish. While eating these foods, 

you can also eat them indoors, outdoors, 

in restaurants and from food trucks. In 

New York City, anything goes! My per-

sonal favorite, and a great suggestion, is 

what I believe to be the best burger in 

New York from Five Guys. While their 

burger is the best one youôll find, also try 

their Cajun fries. You wonôt be sorry! 



Current Events with Ralph  
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Next President Election 
 

Mitt Romney - Mitt was born in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. He is a republi-

can and was the governor of Massachusetts for four years. He ran for presi-

dent in 2008 but lost. He is tied with Herman Cain as the front -runner of the 

republican candidates for president.  
 

Newt Gingrich - Newt was born in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. He used to be 

the speaker of the house from 1995 -1998 and he served in the house for many 

years. He is now running for president as a republican.  
 

Michele Bachmann - Michele has been a republican congresswomen in Minne-

sota since 2007. She was born in Stillwater, Minnesota.  She is running for 

president as a republican.  
 

Rick Santorum - Rick was a senator and a representative in Pennsylvania. He 

was born in Penn Hills, Pennsylvania. He is running for president as a re-

publican.  
 

Ron Paul - Ron was in the House of Representatives ten times and is current-

ly serving his 11 th  term. He was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1935. 

He is running for president as a libertarian republican. He lost the republi-

can nomination in 2008.  
 

Herman Cain - Herman was born in Tennessee and was never a senator or a 

representative. He was the chief executive of Godfathers Pizza and was the 

host of a radio show in Atlanta. He is running for president as a republican 

and is a front -runner.  
 

Rick Perry - Rick is the current governor of Texas and was the governor for 10 

years. He was born in Paint Creek, Texas in 1950. He is now running for 

president as a republican. He used to be the front -runner, but is now third.  
 

Barack Obama - Barack was born in Honolulu, Hawaii and is the current 

president of the U.S. Before he was president, he was a senator in Illinois. He 

is the only democrat running for president. He chose Joe Biden as his vice 

president.    
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